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continue for a while to hold her greatly shaken position in the
world." Such was the opinion expressed years ago by General
von Seeckt. It has long been a foremost political axiom of
National Socialist foreign policy that England can no longer
venture on a war, and that she may therefore be offered any
affront with impunity. Von Bethmann Hollweg used to say as
Chancellor that he regarded his highest task as that of "appease-
ment" (kalmiereri). This, it is considered by the party leaders, is
to-day the only maxim left for England. And there seems good
reason for supposing that the policy of "appeasement" will be
equally ineffectual in this case.
Every policy depends on some initiative that has to be kept
up for a considerable time. The British initiative was the
voluntary disarmament which was kept up for years. After this
course, which must be interpreted as the expression of flagging
determination, further developments followed logically step by
step. A voluntary abandonment of the means of power at a
time of the rise of new Powers is more than remissness; it is the
symbolic expression of a voluntary abdication. "The two
territorially mightiest pan-ideas of the world are attacking the
continuance of this empire," says Haushofer; and yet England
cuts down her armaments. In face of these developments the
only "long-range aim of the British world empire is the
maintenance of its position in culture, power, and economic
life." This, says Haushofer, means the extinction of the will to
live, the surrender of the will to power.
One of the essential features of National Socialist relations
with England is the fact that, alongside a certain sense of racial
kinship and the desire for an alliance, there exists a very plain
dislike of England. Yet the political conviction is repeatedly
expressed in Mem Kampf that Germany needs to maintain
friendly relations with England. In this respect rational
reflection is countered by deep-seated feelings, not only among
the party leaders but largely throughout the party. The